Feel the Texture: What kind of soil?

Soil particles range from coarse (sand) to medium (silt) to fine (clay). Use your fingertips to determine of what size particles your soil sample is comprised.






Place a spoonful of soil in your palm, and add water drop by drop until it is moldable and feels like modeling clay.





You have formed a weak ribbon less than two inches long





Place the ball between your thumb and forefinger. Gently push the soil with your thumb, squeezing it upward into a ribbon, allowing it to emerge over the top of your hand until it breaks.





If soil does not form a ball, you have SAND





You have formed a ribbon two to three inches long








You have formed a strong ribbon more than three inches long








Wet a pinch of your soil and rub it to feel its texture.
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If no ribbon forms or it is less than one inch long, you have LOAMY SAND
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