Student Sheet:  Looking at the Habitat to Assess Stream Health
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	Overview
	Name of the Stream: ____________________

Date of the Survey: _____________________



Use the data table below to assess each part of the stream.  
Circle the observation that most closely matches your own.

	OBSERVATION TABLE

	Observation
	Excellent
	Good
	Fair
	Poor

	Flow


	Bubbles, fast moving, lots of riffles
	Strong current, some riffles
	Slow current, few or no riffles
	Slow or not moving

	Shape of stream
	Lots of S-curves and bends
	Curves and bends
	Some bends
	Completely straight

	Snags 

(A projecting object, like a tree root/branch, etc.)
	Lots of snags catching leaves and twigs
	Several snags 
	Few snags
	No snags

	Turbidity


	Water very clear
	Water slightly cloudy
	Water cloudy
	Water very cloudy

	Stream Bottom


	Pebbles clearly visible
	Some fine sediment, but mostly pebbly
	Few pebbles visible, mostly sediment
	Bottom covered with soft, fine sediment

	Plant Life in Water


	Some plants growing in the water or on the rocks
	Few plants, but no algae on the surface
	Plant life is mostly algae on surface of water
	Choked or covered with algae

	Shade


	Stream entirely shaded by trees
	Mostly shade
	Mostly sun
	Stream in complete sun

	Stream Bank
	Stream bank completely covered with vegetation
	Stream bank mostly vegetated, but some bare spots
	Stream bank mostly bare
	Stream bank completely bare and eroding

	Color and Odor of Water
	Clear water, no smell
	Mostly clear water, slight smell
	Colored or cloudy water, noticeable smell
	Cloudy or colored water, strong smell


Look at your observations above, and assess the health of this stream (circle one):

EXCELLENT


GOOD


FAIR


POOR
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