The Pollinator Garden Fact Sheet DRAFT

Pollination is an ecosystem process and vital stage in the life cycle of plants that has evolved for millions of years to benefit both the flowering plants and the pollinators.  Pollinators visit flowering plants for food, to collect pollen, and for warmth.  Pollen rubs or drops off onto the body of the visiting pollinator and is transferred to another flower or a different part of the same flower allowing the flowering plant to start seed and fruit production.

Pollinators

There are approximately 200,000 kinds of pollinators: 1000 are vertebrates such as birds, bats, and other small animals and the rest are invertebrates such as butterflies, bees, flies, beetles and other insects. 

Native pollinators provide us with 75% of the food we eat by pollinating agricultural crops.  They also keep our ecosystem healthy by allowing plants to reproduce naturally so that animals have food and cover.  Flowering plants provide egg laying and nesting sites for many insects, including butterflies.  Pollinators support biodiversity and there is a positive correlation between plant diversity and pollinator diversity. 

Native pollinators are declining. Pollinator habitats may be destroyed or fragmented by human activities and invasive plants.  Changes in habitat reduce food for pollinators and sites of mating, nesting, roosting and migration. Insecticides kill pollinators and herbicides wildflowers reducing forage.  Non-native pollinators like honeybees can out-compete native pollinators for local nectar.  

Habitat
You can increase the population of pollinators by planting the appropriate vegetation, providing water, limiting pesticides, Establishing gardens or meadows with a variety of native wildflowers, grasses, trees, and shrubs provide pollinators with nectar, pollen, and/or larval host plants.  Trees and shrubs shelter for nesting and overwintering. 

Plants native to the region should be used because they are adapted to climate, soils, moisture and the native pollinators with which they co-evolved. Perennials should be planted as they are generally richer in nectar and bloom year after year becoming a dependable food source for pollinators. 

To attract a variety of pollinators, both nectar and pollen flowers should be available throughout the season in a variety of flower shapes and colors.  Birds and butterflies favor reds oranges, and yellows with bell tube or trumpet shaped flowers, especially ones with a rimmed flat surface for perching.  Bees like purple blue and yellow flowers. And night blooming flowers support bats and moths.
