Take Our Message “Litter”ally:  Organize Your Own Schoolyard Cleanup
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Okay...you see it everyday: trash on the streets, on the ground while you’re at practice, even in the hallways of your school!  Your first idea may be to ignore it.  Hey, you didn’t put it there, why should you clean it up? 

WELL GUESS WHAT:  That little piece of Styrofoam or plastic bottle on the ground is going to affect your life more than you may think.  Here’s what we know: garbage is gross, there is nothing good about litter…but we’re not talking about changing things ONLY to make your area “look nice”.
Let’s throw out some numbers:
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· It takes about 450 years for a plastic bottle to biodegrade (insert link to the meaning of biodegrade).

· Styrofoam often breaks down into pieces so little that animals confuse it for food, eat it, and get very sick.
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· The Alice Ferguson Foundation’s 18th annual Potomac River Watershed Cleanup brought over 6500 volunteers from throughout the watershed to collect a whopping 207.7 tons of trash!  Of that amount, 16.1 tons was made up of materials that could’ve been recycled if they had been disposed of properly.
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We all consume products and throw things away everyday.  This information isn’t to make people feel bad or guilty about throwing that gum wrapper in the trash, but encourage everyone to be responsible not only for their own habits but also to educate their peers about how to reduce litter, reuse materials instead of throwing them away and especially to RECYCLE!!!!

The Trash Bag Pep Rally
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You and your schoolmates are on the road to making a HUGE difference in both your community and environment!  And you know what the best part is?  IT’S EASY AND SUPER FUN!!!

[image: image4.wmf]“Wait a minute…fun?  FUN?!?  How is picking up other people’s garbage fun?” 

Look, if you list the greatest activities you’d love to do on a Friday night, picking litter off the ground may not be rated in your top 20…or even 50…oh come on, it’s the last thing on your mind!  

But…we all know how great it is to do something to help someone out…make the world a better place one step at a time.  By participating in a cleanup you’re not only going to feel great about the awesome job you and your schoolmates did picking up loads of trash, but you get the added bonus of knowing that you’re effort has helped improve the health of both your community and your environment.

Time to Get Down and Dirty! 
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Now it’s time for some action!  Let’s go step by step on how you and your students/ classmates are going to rock the house and conduct an awesome cleanup!

Assemble Your Squad!!!
You can successfully complete a schoolyard cleanup with ANY NUMBER OF STUDENTS!  There is no limit to how many kids can get involved.  However, if there are A LOT of kids involved, it would be good to break up into teams and have team leaders.  
The P’s and Q’s of T R A S H
Make sure before you get started that everyone is clear about a few things:

1. What are the goals of your cleanup?
2. When are you going to have this event?  (Note: this is very important not only for students participating in the event, but also for adults who need to supervise and the school principle, teachers, and administration to know what’s going on.)  REMEMBER: YOU HAVE TO GET APPROVAL FROM YOUR SCHOOL BEFORE YOU CONDUCT A CLEANUP!

3. Are there special forms you need to fill out for the school before you have this event?  Teachers and club leaders should talk to school administration about the process of having an event like this on school property.

4. How many students can participate?  Is this cleanup going to be conducted by only one class or a specific club?  If it’s open to everyone, how many people can get involved?  (This depends on how large your cleanup site is and how much litter is present)

5. GET THE WORD OUT!!!  Motivate your students/classmates to take part in this event.  You could even make it a competition between classes or groups to see who can get the most.

6. SAFETY SAFETY SAFETY!!!  Everyone MUST be aware of the proper ways to dispose of hazardous materials.  To view safety guidelines please CLICK HERE (Link to Hazardous Materials Sheet)

7. How will you dispose of the trash/ recycled materials you’ve collected?  This step is very important.  You don’t want to work hard collecting loads of trash only to have a huge pile still on the curb when you show up the next week!  Talk to your school janitors about whether or not you can throw your trash in school dumpsters or if you need to call someone to pick it up.  County Waste Management is willing to help answer all your questions.  For a list of contact information for your county or city please CLICK HERE (Insert County Contact List).
8. Should you report what you found?  You betcha!  Count how much trash you found, weigh it if possible, and report how many bags of recyclables you collected.  After you’ve written out all of your information, report your results to either the Alice Ferguson Foundation or other interested parties.
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The Giant Group Hug!!
It’s over!  You did it!  Look at everything you’ve collected!  Whew…take a moment to relish in your victory.  
Teachers and Adults: Make sure you acknowledge the hard work of your students.  Tell them they did a great job and their efforts today have really paid off in making the environment both safer and healthier for everyone living in it.  

So to sum up:

· Get your team together and work out all of the logistics.

· Get materials for your cleanup: trash bags (or grocery bags for little kids) and gloves.

· Make sure you have a First-Aid kit, Hazmat Containers for sharp items, water for drinking or washing hands.

· Optional: borrow a cart or wheelbarrow to move bags to one area for easy pickup.

· Dispose of your trash properly

· Collect unused bags and gloves to use again

· Record data of cleanup: date, school, site, participants, how much trash and what types were most common.  Report results at www.fergusonfoundation.org/trash_initiative/rc_reportdata.html
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