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How can a robin, a squirrel, and a bee all live happily in the same little area of your backyard?
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Even though they may live close together, each animal has its own home and food, its own “niche” (pronounced neesh). 

· [image: image4.wmf]A robin nests in a tree or bush, and eats insects and berries. 

· A squirrel also nests in a tree, but much higher, and on a stronger branch than a robin needs. Squirrels eat nuts, berries and insects. However, squirrels do not eat earthworms, a favorite food of robins.

· Bees also may nest in a tree, but they will build a nest in a hollow, or hanging down from a branch. Bees eat nectar they collect from flowers and turn it into honey for their young.

[image: image5.wmf]Thus robins, squirrels and bees can live closely together, even in the same tree, but they do not compete. Each animal has adaptations (special characteristics) that allow it to fit its own niche, or lifestyle. For example, the squirrel has very sharp teeth, which enables it to crack open hard nuts.
The variety of plants and animals living closely together in a habitat is a measure of the BIODIVERSITY of that habitat.  
Biodiversity comes from two words: “bio”, which means life, and “diversity”, which means differences. 
[image: image6.wmf]In this unit you will study many more plants and animals to see how each is uniquely adapted to its habitat niche. 
You will learn :

· [image: image7.wmf]how scientists use an organism’s characteristics to classify it; 

· how plants and animals fit into food chains and more complex food webs; and 

· what happens when a link in the food chain is broken, such as by the loss of a species or the invasion of an alien species that takes over someone else’s niche.
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