THE WATER SAVING HOME CHALLENGE EXPERIMENT
PART 2-100 points
Do any 2 of the 8 tasks listed below:  DISCUSS YOUR OPTIONS WITH AN ADULT BEFORE PROCEEDING.  EXPLAIN TO THEM WHY WATER CONSERVATION IS IMPORTANT.   
You must choose two activities that you do not already do.
1)  Time a normal shower one day (Check clock before and after).


Next day:  Take your shower for two minutes less.  Try this for two days.

2)  Try the NAVY shower:  Turn the water on and get yourself wet.  Turn the water off while soaping and scrubbing.  Turn the water back on to rinse thoroughly.  Try this for two days.

3)  If you don’t sweat much or roll in the dirt, don’t shower for 48 hours straight.  (Did you know that 95% of the people in the world only shower 1 time per week? This includes most developed nations.)

4)  Shut the water off every time you brush your teeth and soap your hands over a 48 hour period.

5) As a family… “If it is brown flush it down.  If it is yellow let it mellow.”  Inform your family that this is what you are doing and continue for 48 hours. (It is not effective if the next person flushes before and after usage.)
6)  Put a brick-sized rock or dirt-filled water jug in two toilets. (With parent permission)

7) Survey your home detergents (laundry, dishwasher).  Record the name and phosphate level in the detergent.  If any include phosphates, go to the store and find and purchase a phosphate-free detergent.  Follow the instructions and use it for one load of dishes/laundry.  This measure will help to prevent artificial eutrophication (phosphate levels that fuel algal blooms that block sunlight, killing underwater plants, causing decomposition by aerobic bacteria, consuming oxygen, killing fish).

8)  A different water-saving measure that you have discussed with teacher before attempting.

9)  Write and send (after being check by teacher) a letter to a government official expressing the importance of protecting the Chesapeake Bay.

HAVE AN ADULT WRITE 2-3 SENTENCES BELOW EXPLAINING WHICH TASKS YOU DID, THAT YOU EXPLAINED THE IMPORTANCE OF WATER CONSERVATION, DISCUSSED OPTIONS IN ADVANCE, AND THAT YOU WERE SUCCESSFUL IN THE ATTEMPT.  INCLUDE A SIGNATURE AND PHONE NUMBER AT THE END.  If any parents have any major objections to your participation in this task, this is also the place for them to voice their concerns.
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________


___________________________
SIGNATURE




GUARDIAN CONTACT PHONE NUMBER (8AM-3PM, M-F)
THOROUGH STUDENT REACTION:  EXPLAIN YOUR SUCCESS OR STRUGGLES IN COMPLETING THE TASK.  HOW DID YOUR FAMILY RESPOND?  WHAT DID YOU LEARN?  EXPLAIN THE BENEFITS AND DISADVANTAGES OF YOUR EFFORTS.  HOW MANY GALLONS OF WATER DID YOU SAVE IN THIS SHORT TRIAL?  HOW MANY GALLONS WOULD YOU SAVE IF YOU CONTINUED FOR A WHOLE YEAR?  WOULD YOU RECOMMEND THAT STUDENTS LIKE YOURSELF CONTINUE SUCH HABITS FOR THE SAKE OF WATER QUALITY, WATER CONSERVATION, AND ECOLOGICAL HEALTH?  WHAT OTHER OPINIONS DO YOU HAVE ON THE “WATER SAVING CHALLENGE”?  
(answer on back)
